
day might possibly arrive, when the public interest would demand 
a change of the scene of legislation, and entail ruin upon the pur
chasers of her land? Or considering this danger, ought she to have 
contracted within a narrow compass the sum which they paid for it, 
placingher on a footing of equality with all other sellers? Justice would 
dictate that it was right in her to accept tne highest price she could 
obtain, and leave it to the purchasers, as the legitimate safeguards of 
their own interests, to calculate the benefits or injuries likely to re
sult from the investment. Now, sir, what was the grand spur of ac
tion in the settlement of Raleigh ? Was it the advancement of the pub
lic interest, or was it the improvement of private fortune ? Why, sir. 
the citizens of Raleigh were attracted here, by the same considera
tions which prompt the adventurer to cast his lot in any town or coun
try of recent or ancient growth—the anticipation of accumulated 
pleasures and comforts. They flocked not here to embellish the sur
face of our State with another flourishing town, neither did they 
come here to multiply the comforts of those who constitute her ap-
pointedCounsel. They as little, needed the arts of persuasion to set
tle here, as you would a reward to execute a deed, the performance 
of which your heart had long coveted as a deed of glory. The act of 
settling here was perfectly a voluntary one. If the State*had inter
posed her authority to prevent it, such interposition would have been 
branded as a flagrant, breach of persona! liberty, and so far from the 
faith of the State being pledged to them at that time, we have never 
heard of it,except in seasons afgreat peril,when it has been turned loose 
as a sort of bugbear to frighten men of tender consciences from the 
discharge of their duty to their country.—The honor of the Slate is 
not at stake in this issue, and humAiity is the only advocate whose 
eloquence can be heard at this bar. She has put in her plea—it may 
prevail, and I would to God that it was compatible with the best 
interests of North-Carolina that it should, but humanity in this case 
would be glaring injustice to a whole community, and now, sir, I 
would ask, is North-Carolina to be held up to the scorn oi her 
neighbors for having sold land to her citizens which tiiey were solici
tous to buy, and for now performing an act of justice to the commu
nity which has a tendency to impair its *aiue. ? 

Poor, feeble and helpless North-Carolina, she can amend the char
ters of the Banks which operate within her̂  limits—she can change 
her general laws—she can make an appropriation for the improve
ment of any trifling stream within her borders—she can open a turn
pike road or establish a petty ,.^prporation, but she is unequal to the 
task of correcting the disorders7)f her fundamental system. She cau 
repair the vesture of her system, whilst its heart droops and lan
guishes from the want of fresh impulse to its action. With an immense 
fund of internal wealth, combined with the happiest elements of char
acter, she lies nerveless aud palsied, like a sleeping giant bound hand 
and foot by the hands of a pigmy—her glory is fast eclipsing, and 
Hke the Patriarch of old, she may soon cast a liogering last loot upon 
the evening beams of the sun of her prosperity!!! 
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